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the improvement.    The actress, who was slightly indisposed,
had remained in her chamber one morning, when she heard a
caller in the salon.    Curious to know who it was, she rose and
went close to the door, through which she distinctly heard the
voice, and recognized it as that of an acquaintance of the fam-
ily, a young student of surgery.    In answer to the question
put by her mother and sisters as to why he had been so long
absent, he told a fearful story of some accident, while dissect-
ing, that had necessitated the amputation of his hand.   Rachel,
already ill, was so overcome with horror at this description
that she fainted.    The noise of her fall brought the family to
her assistance, and she soon recovered.    It was then the idea
occurred to her that if she, who was not particularly interest-
ed in this young man, had been so much impressed by the nar-
rative of his accident, how terrible must be the shock on the
nerves of one who hears of her lover's death.    She remarked
to Sanson that when she next played Camille she would intro-
duce a new effect.    She did so, and met with great success.
As Va&re proceeded in his speech, Mademoiselle Rachel listen-
ed with the greatest expression of grief and horror depicted on
her countenance and in her attitude, and when he arrived at
the bloody catastrophe she fell senseless.    The actor who play-
ed "Pa^re, addressing his discourse to old Horace, does not see
CamUle.    Astonished to find himself interrupted by such un-
usual tokens of approbation, he fancied he must be particular-
ly good that evening, and, excited by this idea, made extraor-
dinary efforts to deserve such plaudits, throwing a vast amount
of heat and passion in his part, to which no one was listening,
so much did the mute acting of Camille engross attention.
Success seemed to pursue this fortunate family : the man-
agement again canceled Rachel's engagement, and renewed it
at 20,000 francs per annum, it became the fashion to re-
ceive the pet of the public in private circles, and invitations
from the highest quarters and rich gifts were of daily occur-
rence. Rachel was the rage, and not only the most aristo-
cratic French, .salons, but also the most distinguished foreign
residents, made a point of adding the attraction of her pres-
ence to their i&tes. The actress was the fashionable luxury
of the day, and must be had at any cost of money or of pride.

